THE DANGERS OF 
ONLINE FREEMIXING 


Exposing the emptiness of indulging in activities 
that hold no benefit 
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And as for those who were in awe of standing before their Lord and restrained themselves 
from ‘evil’ desires, 
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Paradise will certainly be ‘their’ home.! 
Online Freemixing between the opposite genders on social media apps is one of the most 
dominant issues among the youth of the Ummah in this day and age. 
Freemixing, whether online or in the actual world, leads to many deeds of immorality in 
speech and action. And it leads to sin and damaging of the soul. 
For this reason, we've decided to write this PDF and share it online to warn against the 
freemixing that happens everywhere. 
In this PDF, we'll discuss various different issues such as: 
—The meaning of freemixing online. 
—The dangers of freemixing online. 
—How to avoid freemixing online. 
—The wisdom behind the prohibition of freemixing. 
—References from the Quran and Hadith 
So if you're someone who's struggling with this issue, this PDF is for you; to review yourself 
and your actions, and to repent sincerely from your past mistakes and to not return to it. Or if 
you're someone who's unsure about the permissibility of this issue, you could learn more 
about it through this PDF. 
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I ask Allah the Almighty to make this message a means of guidance for those who read it, a 
blessing for those who share it, and a source of enlightenment for those who contemplate its 
words. 


I ask Allah to grant us the ability to continuously strive for goodness, to share beneficial 
knowledge, and to guard ourselves against the harmful influences that may lead us astray. 


I ask Allah to forgive for the mistakes that have been made and for any shortcomings. 


May our efforts and deeds be pleasing to Him. 


May this document serve as a source of insight and guidance, leading us towards a steadfast 
commitment to righteousness in both the physical and online world. 
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What is freemixing? 


Freemixing involves casual and unnecessary interactions between unrelated individuals of the 
opposite gender. Engaging in such interactions, unless it’s done out of necessity or related to 
Islamic discussions, lacks true benefits and may lead to harmful outcomes. 


The worry stems from the possibility that these interactions may slowly compromise modesty 
and decency. Interacting unnecessarily with the opposite gender poses risks of immodesty, 
temptation, and complications, which must be acknowledged. 


Casual conversations that may seem harmless at first could escalate into discussions that 
hinder personal and spiritual growth or create unasked emotional attachments. Islam 
encourages believers to protect their hearts and minds from unnecessary distractions and 
temptations. 


If you are tempted by Satan, then seek refuge with Allah. Surely He is All-Hearing, 
All-Knowing. 
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Indeed, when Satan whispers to those mindful “of Allah’, they remember ‘their Lord” then 


they start to see things’ clearly.’ 


O you who believe, fear Allah and be with those who are truthful.* 


? Al-A'raf 7:200-201 


3 At Tawbah 9:119 
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Importance of modesty 


The Messenger of Allah (t's) said: “Faith has over seventy branches or over sixty branches, 
the most excellent of which is the declaration that there is no god truly worthy of worship 
except Allah and the humblest of which is the removal of what is injurious from the path: and 
modesty is a branch of faith.” * 


Haya is a moral character that prevents one from violating Allah’s prohibitions and drives one 
to fulfill His commands. It is a valuable quality that guides our behavior with respect and 
preserves our sense of self-worth. It reminds us to be mindful of our actions, manners, and 
interactions. It further urges us to recognize and honor the boundaries set by Islam between 
unrelated men and women. Engaging in informal conversations with the opposite gender can 
quickly lead to immodesty and crossing these boundaries, potentially compromising our 
values. 


We should undoubtedly look up to the great qualities of our beloved Prophet (,1's:%). His life 
is a perfect example of noble character, kindness, humility, and strong commitment to serving 
Allah, the Most High, and humanity. Learning from his actions and teachings gives us 
valuable lessons on how to live righteously and with purpose. 


“The Prophet (i!s:) was more shy than a virgin in her separate room. And if he saw a thing 
which he disliked, we would recognize that (feeling) in his face.” * 


Modesty is entirely virtuous, stemming from faith, and it's a praiseworthy character trait that 
both men and women should embody equally. Engaging in casual chats with the opposite 
gender, especially in private, can create emotional attachments or put us in situations that 
compromise our modesty and values. 


If these interactions lack necessity and aren't conducted in a formal manner, they can lead us 
down a dangerous path of wrong decisions and temptations, possibly following the footsteps 
of Shaytan. Whether your intentions are innocent or not, the potential for sinful outcomes is 
real. 


4 Sahih Muslim 35b 


5 Sahih al-Bukhari 6102 
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O believers! Do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Whoever follows Satan’s footsteps, then 
“let them know that" he surely bids ‘all to’ immorality and wickedness. Had it not been for 
Allah’s grace and mercy upon you, none of you would have ever been purified. But Allah 
purifies whoever He wills. And Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.° 


Embracing haya demonstrates dedication to protecting our hearts, minds, and actions, 
reflecting our commitment to honoring Allah's guidelines and shielding us from Shaytan's 
whispers. Remember that Allah purifies those He wills, and striving to be among the purified 
by holding onto haya is essential, maintaining dignity, and guiding us to righteousness. May 
Allah, the Most High, make us among those whom He purifies. 


Shyness serves as a protective shield against wrongdoing. When one lacks shyness, they may 
be inclined to act recklessly, without inhibitions. Shyness acts as a barrier that deters us from 
sinful actions. 


“Some people may confuse haya with weakness and a lack of self-respect, so if they see an 
evil, they feel too shy to denounce it, or if they see people failing to do some righteous deed, 
they feel too shy to enjoin it, or if they know a Sunnah, they feel too shy to adhere to it. In 
fact this is not haya; rather it is weakness and a lack of self-respect. Haya inspires a person to 
do good deeds and keep away from what is bad and reprehensible — as noted above — so if a 
person fails to enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong, this has nothing to do with 
haya.” ’ 


6 An Nur 24:21 


7 Haya’ and how to attain it - Islam QA 
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The Prophet (jsf) passed by a man who was admonishing his brother regarding Haya (pious 
shyness from committing religious indiscretions) and was saying, "You are very shy, and I am 
afraid that might harm you." On that, Allah's Messenger (Als:é) said, "Leave him, for Haya is 

(a part) of Faith." ° 


The Messenger of Allah (‘!s:%) said: “There is never any obscenity in a thing, but it spoils it, 


and there is never any modesty in a thing, but it adorns it.” ° 


The Messenger of Allah (t's) said: "Al-Haya is from faith, and faith is in Paradise. 


Obscenity is from rudeness, and rudeness is in the Fire." '° 


Imagine engaging in casual conversation with someone of the opposite gender. Shyness 
would make you pause and think: "Would Allah be pleased with this conversation? Is it 
formal and modest?” 


Moreover, it encourages introspection, asking yourself: "Are my intentions pure and sincere? 
Is this interaction beneficial, or does it lead to unnecessary temptations?" If the answer raises 
any doubts, your shyness acts as a reminder to avoid such interactions. And we pray that 
Allah keeps us on the right path. 


8 Sahih al-Bukhari 6118 
* Sunan [bn Majah 4185 


10 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 2009 
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A Lowering the gaze 


The gaze can generate bad thoughts in the heart, which then lead to ideas and then to desires, 
then to will and resolve, and then inevitably to doing haram things. " 


When you obey Allah's command to control your gaze, you embark on a path to lasting 
contentment in both this life and the Hereafter. This obedience is a key to true happiness, as 
those who embrace it find peace in their hearts, free from the heavy burdens of disobedience. 


Obeying Allah, the Most High, and living in accordance with His commands will 
undoubtedly guide us towards a good life and abundant rewards. 
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Whoever does good, whether male or female, and is a believer, We will surely bless them 
with a good life, and We will certainly reward them according to the best of their deeds. '” 


Modesty acts as a protective shield against the cunning traps of Shaytan, preventing his 
harmful influences from affecting our hearts. Our mindful gaze acts as a defense, guarding 
our hearts from the whispers and temptations that can lead us astray. 
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Surely Satan is an enemy to you, so take him as an enemy. He only invites his followers to 
become inmates of the Blaze."* 


" Dealing with the fitnah (temptation) of women - Islam QA 


” An Nahl 16:97 
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Additionally, maintaining modesty helps us stay closely connected to Allah in a world full of 
distractions. It keeps our hearts devoted and focused on the Divine. Allowing our gaze to 
wander creates a distance between us and Allah, but when we practice modesty, we draw 
nearer to Him, keeping our hearts aligned with His guidance. 


Surely Allah is with those who shun evil and who do good “deeds”. 


The connection between our eyes and hearts is unique. If one is pure, the other follows; if one 


is corrupted, the other suffers as well. By nurturing the modesty of our gaze, we positively 
influence our hearts. This path safeguards and guides us, encompassing obedience and 
protection, reminding us of our Creator's watchful eyes and the wisdom behind His 
commands. 
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“O Prophet!” Tell the believing men to lower their gaze and guard their chastity. That is purer 
for them. Surely Allah is All-Aware of what they do. 
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And tell the believing women to lower their gaze and guard their chastity, and not to reveal 
their adornments except what normally appears. '° 


4 An Nahl 16:128 


'S An Nur 24:30-31 
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Sinning in private 


The knowledge that Allah, the Most High, is All-aware of our actions, even in private 
moments, holds profound significance. It's a reminder that every interaction, every word 
exchanged, is under divine observation. If the fact that Allah sees our conversations doesn't 
stop us from chatting casually with the opposite gender, maybe we need to think again about 
what we're doing. 
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Do you not see that Allah knows whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth? If 
three converse privately, He is their fourth. If five, He is their sixth. Whether fewer or more, 
He is with them wherever they may be. Then, on the Day of Judgment, He will inform them 
of what they have done. Surely Allah has “perfect” knowledge of all things. '¢ 
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Allah ‘even’ knows the sly glances of the eyes and whatever the hearts conceal.'’ 


Imagine if every private conversation was suddenly made public. Would you be proud of 
your words, or would you feel a sense of shame? If you would hesitate to share those 
conversations openly, it's a clear indication that your actions don't align with the awareness of 
Allah's constant presence. May Allah, the Most High, let this awareness guide everything you 
say and do. 


So, the next time you're about to engage in a conversation, whether online or offline, 


remember that Allah sees and hears everything. Live your life as if He's watching, and let that 
awareness guide your interactions towards a path of respect, modesty, and sincerity. 


‘© Al Mujadilah 58:7 


7 Ghafir 40:19 
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What is required of the Muslim is to beware of falling into sins committed when he is on his (a 
own, for Allah, may He be exalted, criticized the one who conceals his sin from people, but 
does not try to conceal it from Allah, as He, may He be exalted, says: 


They try to hide ‘their deception’ from people, but they can never hide it from Allah—in 
Whose presence they plot by night what is displeasing to Him. And Allah is Fully Aware of 
what they do. '® 


Ibn Kathir (may Allah have mercy on him) said: It was narrated from Imam Ahmad (may 
Allah have mercy on him) that he used to recite these two lines of poetry, either to himself or 
to someone else: “If you are ever alone, do not say I am alone; rather say I have One Who is 
watching me. Do not think that Allah is ever unaware even for a moment, or that anything is 
hidden from Him.” '” 


The Muslim should imagine that those whom he admires and respects can see him when he is 
committing that sin. He should feel more shy before Allah than before people. According to a 
hadith narrated from the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him): “Feel shy 
before Allah just as you would feel shy before a man of your family.” ”° 
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Say, “My Lord has only forbidden open and secret indecencies, sinfulness, unjust aggression, 
associating “others” with Allah ‘in worship’—a practice He has never authorized—and 
attributing to Allah what you do not know.” *! 


'8 An-Nisa 4:108 
" Tafsir Ibn Kathir (6/219) 


*” Classed as sahih by al-Albani (may Allah have mercy on him) in as-Silsilah as-Sahihah (3559); he attributed it to 
all-Bazzar and al-Mirwazi in al-Iman [How to Stop Yourself From Sinning - Islam QA] 


21 Al A’raf 7:33 
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“T certainly know people of my nation who will come on the Day of Resurrection with good 
deeds like the mountains of Tihamah, but Allah will make them like scattered dust.” 


Thawban said: “O Messenger of Allah (<s:%), describe them to us and tell us more, so that 
we will not become of them unknowingly.” He said: “They are your brothers and from your 
race, worshipping at night as you do, but they will be people who, when they are alone, 
transgress the sacred limits of Allah.” ” 


Al-Haafiz Ibn al-Jawzi (may Allah have mercy on him) said: Beware of sins, especially the 
sins committed when one is alone, because audaciously committing sins when you know that 
Allah is watching will lead to one becoming insignificant in His sight. Tend to your 
relationship with Him when you are on your own, and Allah will grant you well-being before 
people. *° 


ae AAO 4 1 Bore Bae Aree BAA Se od SR = 7 8A 4 of. 
gl SHAAN BG hing Gil Atle oss 5] aosric BL 1,255 o} Jo 


Say, “O Prophet,” “Whether you conceal what is in your hearts or reveal it, it is known to 
Allah. For He knows whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. And Allah is 
Most Capable of everything.” “4 
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Indeed, Allah ‘alone’ has the knowledge of the Hour. He sends down the rain,1 and knows 
what is in the wombs. No soul knows what it will earn for tomorrow, and no soul knows in 
what land it will die. Surely Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.”° 
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He knows whatever is in the heavens and the earth. And He knows whatever you conceal and 
whatever you reveal. For Allah knows best what is “hidden” in the heart.”° 


» Sunan Ibn Majah 4245 

°3 Sayd al-Khaatir (p. 207) [What are the sins committed when one is alone? - Islam QA] 
4 Ali ‘Imran 3:29 

5 Luqman 31:34 


°6 At-Taghabun 64:4 
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A For those who engage in private conversations with the opposite gender ge 


You likely wouldn't feel comfortable if your parents read your chats, correct? However, you 
maintain that your conversations are innocent. So, why do you suddenly feel uneasy at the 
idea of others reading your chats and observing how you interact with people of the opposite 
gender? Think about the partner you aspire to have in the future. How would they feel if they 
discovered that you used to engage in such conversations with the opposite gender? Would 
they see the same innocence you believe was there? Would they feel comfortable with the 
way you interacted with the opposite gender in your past? If these thoughts bring about a 
sense of unease, it's worth considering why. Is it because you're realizing that your chats 
might not be as harmless as you initially thought? 


It's intriguing how that feeling only surfaces when the possibility of judgment arises. But 
what about when it's just you and the opposite gender? Why isn't there a sense of shame and 
guilt then? Remember, Allah sees and hears everything. Do you live as if He's watching over 
you constantly? If that's the case, how can conversations that would make you uncomfortable 
in the presence of others become acceptable when you think no one is watching? 
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Tell ‘them, O Prophet’, “Do as you will. Your deeds will be observed by Allah, His 


Messenger, and the believers. And you will be returned to the Knower of the seen and 
unseen, then He will inform you of what you used to do.”” 


If you're okay with chatting openly with the opposite gender in front of others, it's important 
to think about what that might mean. Could it be that this kind of behavior is considered 
normal where you are? Think about it: when everyone around us accepts certain actions, we 
might not realize how they could affect our values or even recognize what's wrong about 
them. 


Moreover, this could be happening because you're getting used to doing things that are 
actually considered wrong. As you keep engaging in bad habits, they might start feeling 
normal, and the feeling of doing something wrong might not bother you as much. 


This gradual change in your perception can make you think that crossing boundaries isn't a 
big deal anymore. It's like your sense of right and wrong gets blurred, and you might not fully 
realize the harm that such actions could have on your relationship with Allah and your own 
character. 
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Think ahead: imagine yourself in the future. Will you feel happy and proud when you recall 
these casual talks with the opposite gender, marked by uncertain motives? Keep in mind that 
your choices now shape who you become later on. Embracing modesty doesn't limit you; it 
safeguards your dignity, principles, and character. Your path ahead reflects the decisions you 
make today. 


If you're only regretful when your conversations are exposed (or the idea of them being 
revealed), think about why that feeling doesn't stick around. It might be an opportunity to 
reflect on how often you behave this way and recognize that genuine sincerity involves living 
like Allah is constantly watching. 


It's natural to feel uncomfortable when your words are exposed to others, especially if you 
know deep down that they might not reflect the best version of yourself. But remember, 
Allah's gaze is constant, and He knows the true nature of your intentions and actions. 


Furthermore, it's not necessarily about caring excessively about what others might think or 
feel. Instead, it's a means to demonstrate the underlying guilt. The feelings of guilt or shame 
act as indicators that what you're engaged in might not be morally upright. Guilt can serve as 
a motivator for positive change, urging individuals to adjust their behavior and align it with 
their values. 


Think about why you chat casually with the opposite gender. What goes through your mind 
when you interact? When you really think about it, what do you realize about your 
intentions? Are they truly good intentions? Do they bring some benefit for you and others? 
Delve deeper: What emotions or desires lead you to start these chats? Could you be seeking 
validation or attention? Are you overlooking the potential outcomes of these interactions? 


These questions go deep into why you do what you do, making you look closely at how 
genuine and honest your interactions are. It's about making sure your actions match your 
beliefs and making sure your intentions are good, both for Allah and your faith as a whole. 


For the sisters: Imagine that a guy sends you a private message, requesting to get to know 
each other. Talking like this can lead to fitnah (temptation). If someone truly means well, they 
wouldn't message you privately without involving a mahram, a responsible guardian. When 
this safeguard isn't there, it raises suspicions about their true intentions. 


So don't get caught thinking they're innocent. These situations might seem harmless, but they 
can lead to private talks that don't match modesty and respect. And this practice can easily 
turn into a habit, leading to frequent messaging. As this becomes normalized, the risk of 
falling into sinful behavior and habits increases. 
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Moreover, let's question the necessity of engaging in private conversations with the opposite 
gender. Are there real benefits in these talks? While it might provide a momentary source of 


“entertainment”, it's important to recognize that entertainment doesn't equate to harmlessness. 


These interactions lack genuine value and are far from beneficial. They can inadvertently 
push us away from our faith. So, before indulging in these conversations, ask yourself: is this 
truly worth it? The choice is yours, and the wisdom of your decision lies in aligning your 
actions with what truly matters in the eyes of Allah. 


So, while it might seem harmless on the surface, a deeper examination reveals that these 
interactions can easily lead down a path of fitnah and compromised intentions. It's crucial not 
to underestimate Shaytan's potential influence. 
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But the devils persistently plunge their “human associates deeper into wickedness, sparing 
no effort.” 
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And I do not seek to free myself from blame, for indeed the soul is ever inclined to evil, 
except those shown mercy by my Lord. Surely my Lord is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 


For the brothers: Pause and think about your actions from a different perspective. Imagine if 
your sister was approached by a guy in the same way you're talking to girls. Would you be 
okay with that? Would you feel comfortable knowing someone is interacting with your sister 
casually and possibly leading her on? 


Would you want your sister, someone you care about, to spend her time like you're doing 
with these casual chats? Would you be happy if she invested her time in empty conversations 
with little to no real benefit? Probably not. 


Perhaps you're considering that there's no harm in chit chatting with the opposite gender, as 
long as the topics remain non-explicit. However, have you pondered the potential pitfalls? 
Are you immune to the whispers of Shaytan, who exploits the tiniest openings to lead us 
astray? 


8 Al A’raf 7:202 


» Yusuf 12:53 
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Remember, it's not just sisters who can fall into these traps or overlook potential harm. (x 
Ignorance affects both brothers and sisters. The harm from these talks isn't one-sided; it 
impacts everyone involved. We should not underestimate Shaytan's ability to mislead us. 
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Tell My “believing” servants to say only what is best. Satan certainly seeks to sow discord 
among them. Satan is indeed a sworn enemy to humankind.*° 
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By Allah! We have surely sent messengers to communities before you "O Prophet’, but Satan 
made their misdeeds appealing to them. So he is their patron today, and they will suffer a 
painful punishment.*! 
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And Satan will say “to his followers’ after the judgment has been passed, “Indeed, Allah has 
made you a true promise. I too made you a promise, but I failed you. I did not have any 
authority over you. I only called you, and you responded to me. So do not blame me; blame 
yourselves. I cannot save you, nor can you save me. Indeed, I denounce your previous 
association of me with Allah "in loyalty’. Surely the wrongdoers will suffer a painful 
punishment.” ** 


People often view entertainment as harmless. But do you really need interactions with the 
opposite gender to have fun? Instead of engaging in such interactions, why not spend your 
time on things that can actually benefit you, like gaining knowledge of your religion and 
improving yourself? 


3 Al Isra 17:53 
31 An Nahl 16:63 
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Acknowledge that we're presented with the chance to attain the highest rank in Paradise, 
which is determined by our deeds. When our time in this world ends, could there be a sense 
of regret for not prioritizing meaningful actions that could have elevated our status in the 
hereafter? Understand that this world doesn't last forever, and it's not wise to waste it on 
useless entertainment. 


Remember, entertainment often has a way of leaving us wanting more. Where does it stop? 
And how confident are you that it won't evolve into something more than just casual 
conversations? The path of fitnah can be slippery, and what begins as seemingly harmless 
interactions can quickly turn into a mess. Intentions can become unclear, emotions can get 
tangled, and the path that was once straight becomes uncertain. 


So, if you're convinced that these interactions will always remain harmless, it's time to 
rethink. The potential for fitnah is real, and it's a path that Allah has advised us to avoid. The 
whispers of Shaytan are deceiving, and what may seem harmless now can change into 
something far more problematic. 


Remember that guarding yourself from harm is an act of wisdom and self-preservation, and 
by doing so, you're safeguarding your faith and your character from potential pitfalls. 
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And this worldly life is not but diversion and amusement. And indeed, the home of the 
Hereafter - that is the [eternal] life, if only they knew.*? 
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Know that this worldly life is no more than play, amusement, luxury, mutual boasting, and 
competition in wealth and children. This is like rain that causes plants to grow, to the delight 
of the planters. But later the plants dry up and you see them wither, then they are reduced to 
chaff. And in the Hereafter there will be either severe punishment or forgiveness and pleasure 
of Allah, whereas the life of this world is no more than the delusion of enjoyment.** 


33 Al-Ankabut 29:64 


4 Al-Hadid 57:20 
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A Whispers of Shaytan 


Undoubtedly, the Shaytan has devised numerous traps that individuals can unknowingly fall 
into, entangled in mischief, desires, and temptations. 
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He (Shaytan) said, “For leaving me to stray I will lie in ambush for them on Your Straight 
Path. 
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I will approach them from their front, their back, their right, their left, and then You will find 
most of them ungrateful.” 
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Satan responded, “My Lord! For allowing me to stray I will surely tempt them on earth and 
mislead them all together *° 


This shows how determined Shaytan is to lead people away from what's right. He's like a 
tricky hunter, waiting for any chance to create doubt, make us disobey, and do wrong things. 
His whispers are sneaky and can seem harmless. 


So, when we chat casually with the opposite gender, even if it seems okay, we're actually 
helping Shaytan. He wants to lead us into situations that could be bad for us. Even 
innocent-seeming conversations could slowly lead us to doing things that are not allowed. 


Knowing this, we can protect ourselves from Shaytan's tricks. Instead of falling for them, let's 
spend our time and effort on things that help us grow, get closer to Allah, and seek refuge 
from the accursed. This way, we're guarding ourselves from Shaytan and making sure our 
actions match our faith in worshiping Allah alone. 


38 Al-A’raf 7:16-17 
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Ibn Mas’ud reported: The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said, “O Allah, I seek 
refuge in You from the accursed Satan, his madness, his pride, and his poetry.” *” 
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O Allah, I seek refuge in You from the accursed Satan, his madness, his pride, and his poetry. 


Jabir reported: I heard Allah's Apostle (j!s:%) as saying: The Satan is present with any one of 
you in everything he does; he is present even when he eats food; so if any one of you drops a 
mouthful he should remove away anything filthy on it and eat it and not leave for the devil; 
and when he finishes (food) he should lick his fingers, for he does not know in what portion 
of his food the blessing lies. ** 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him) said: Waswas is something 
that happens to everyone who turns to Allah in dhikr (remembrance) etc; it will inevitably 
happen to him. So he should be steadfast and remain patient, and persist in his dhikr and 
prayer, and not give up, for by persisting in it he will foil the plot of the Shaytan and ever 
feeble indeed is the plot of Shaytan. 


Every time a person wants to turn to Allah with his heart, whispers of other matters come to 
him. The Shaytan is like a bandit; every time a person wants to travel towards Allah, he 
wants to intercept him. Hence it was said to one of the salaf (pious predecessors): The Jews 
and the Christians say, we don’t experience waswas. He said: They are right! What would 
Shaytan do with a ruined house? *»” 
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Believers fight for the cause of Allah, whereas disbelievers fight for the cause of the Devil. 
So fight against Satan’s evil’ forces. Indeed, Satan’s schemes are ever weak.*° 


57 Tbn Majah 808 
38 Muslim 2033d 


*° Majmoo’ al-Fatawa, 22/608 - Whispers of the Shaytan Concerning the Steadfastness of Non-Muslims and their 
Self-Sacrifice for their Cause [Islam QA] 
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Your companions 


Keep in mind that the belief that casual chatting with the opposite gender is harmless can be 
influenced by those around you, even your friends. When you see this happening frequently, 
you might begin to think it's okay. 


Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (<ts:t) 


said: "A man is upon the religion of his friend, so let one of you look at whom he befriends." 
41 


This saying emphasizes how our friends can shape our beliefs. If your friends often engage in 
casual conversations with the opposite gender, you might start to view it as normal too. Our 
close friends or our surroundings can influence how we think and act. So, it's important to 
choose friends who share our values and beliefs. They should encourage us to stay true to our 
faith and to be modest and sincere. 


Keep in mind that if your friends either encourage or do not discourage such behavior, it's 
also a negative influence that hinders you from recognizing the truth about its wrongness. In 
such cases, it's essential to advise them, but if they persist, it may be in your best interest to 
distance yourself from those who hinder your journey towards truth and righteousness. 
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And ‘beware of’ the Day the wrongdoer will bite his nails ‘in regret” and say, “Oh! I wish I 
had followed the Way along with the Messenger! 
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And leave those who take this faith “of Islam* as mere play and amusement and are deluded 
by ‘their® worldly life. Yet remind them by this ‘Quran’, so no one should be ruined for their 
misdeeds. They will have no protector or intercessor other than Allah. Even if they were to 
offer every ‘possible’ ransom, none will be accepted from them. Those are the ones who will 


be ruined for their misdeeds. They will have a boiling drink and painful punishment for their 
disbelief. * 
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“| Tirmidhi 2378 
” Al Furqan 25:27 
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Temptation of women 


The Prophet (sz) said, "After me I have not left any trial more severe to men than women." 
44 


This significant saying holds valuable lessons for both brothers and sisters. 


For brothers, it emphasizes the crucial need to be cautious and watchful when interacting 
with women, even in seemingly harmless settings such as public chat rooms on social media. 


Similarly, this hadith is also a reminder for sisters. It shows that women can also play a role 
in causing fitnah, or temptation. It encourages them to be careful and protect their modesty 
and integrity. They should avoid actions that might lead to sin and unintentionally tempt men. 


This section (temptation of women) is included to emphasize the seriousness of the matter. 
It's important not to underestimate the strength of temptation. You might believe you can chat 
with non-mahram individuals without any issues, but it's crucial to remember that our 
Prophet (i!s:%) warned us. We've also discussed how Shaytan can easily lead us astray. So, 
don't downplay the significance of this problem; it's a genuine temptation. Avoid it, and don't 
follow Shaytan's path. 
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O believers! Do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Whoever follows Satan’s footsteps, then 
“let them know that’ he surely bids “all to” immorality and wickedness. Had it not been for 


Allah’s grace and mercy upon you, none of you would have ever been purified. But Allah 
purifies whoever He wills. And Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing. * 
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Satan only makes them ‘false’ promises and deludes them with “empty” hopes. Truly Satan 
promises them nothing but delusion.”® 


“4 Bukhari 5096 
4 An Nur 24:21 


46 An Nisa 4:120 
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Use your time wisely 


Time stands as one of the remarkable blessings bestowed by Allah upon His creation, a gift 
that holds immeasurable potential. Yet, regrettably, many fail to fully harness its value. 


The Prophet (jsf) said: "There are two blessings that many people are deceived into losing: 
health and free time." *’ 


The Prophet (,l!s:%) said: “Take advantage of five before five: your youth before your old age, 
your health before your illness, your riches before your poverty, your free time before your 
work, and your life before your death.” * 


By being mindful of how we use our time, we can worship sincerely, strengthen our bond 
with Allah, and keep improving ourselves. Each second is a gift, so let's aim to use it wisely, 
doing things that draw us closer to Allah and make our lives more meaningful. Engaging in 
conversations that could potentially lead to emotional attachments or distract from spiritual 
growth goes against this principle of mindfulness. 


It's important to judge our actions based on why Allah created us. In the Quran, Allah makes 
it clear that He has created mankind with the primary purpose of worshiping Him alone. 
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I did not create jinn and humans except to worship Me.” 


*” Bukhari 6412 
48 Shu’ab al-Iman 9767 
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23 


a 


tied \Cd 


Reality check 


Engaging in casual conversations with people of the opposite gender might appear innocent, 
but let's take a closer look at this seemingly harmless interaction. I'd like to share some 
thoughts that could make you think twice about this habit and its effects. 


Imagine time as a precious currency, and every conversation you have is an investment. Now, 
ask yourself: What do you gain from these interactions? Is it just temporary satisfaction or 
fleeting entertainment? These feelings are like quicksand, gripping you momentarily and then 


fading away, leaving little of value behind. Could you invest your time in something more 
meaningful and lasting? 


Let's talk about productivity. We all have daily tasks and responsibilities that demand our 
attention. But when you indulge in frequent casual conversations, they tend to creep in and 
distract you. Slowly, you might find yourself putting off important tasks, sinking into a cycle 
of procrastination. Are these chats worth sacrificing your productivity for? 


Think about your path of faith. Our purpose is to worship Allah and aim for paradise. 
Imagine the good deeds you could gather instead of chatting with the opposite gender. Each 
moment is a chance to draw nearer to Allah and ensure a better place in Jannah. Don't miss 
this chance for something that doesn't truly matter in the long run. 


Consider your future. These interactions might feel harmless now, but they can have a lasting 
impact. Imagine you're building a puzzle called "your life." Each piece, no matter how small, 
contributes to the bigger picture. Engaging in conversations that don't align with your values 
and beliefs is like putting a piece in the wrong place. Eventually, it distorts the image you're 
trying to create. 


Now, let's talk about danger. The path of Shaytan is subtle, leading us away from our 
intended path step by step. These casual chats might not seem like much, but they're footsteps 
in that direction. They could pave the way for more harmful actions, risking your relationship 
with Allah and putting you in situations you'd never intended to be in. 


Remember, this world is temporary, and our time here is limited. The temptations and desires 
we submit hold only temporary satisfaction. Is it worth compromising your values and risking 
your afterlife for such short-lived enjoyment? 


I urge you to reflect on these points. Your time, your faith, your productivity, your future, and 
your well-being are at stake. By avoiding unnecessary interactions with the opposite gender, 
you're not just protecting yourself; you're affirming your commitment to a life of purpose, 
integrity, and devotion to Allah. The choice is yours, and I encourage you to choose wisely. 
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Your safety 


A reminder to the sisters and brothers who share their pictures online: it's crucial to be 
mindful of the potential consequences. With tools like Photoshop, images can be manipulated 
and misused in ways we might not even imagine.. 


Once you post a picture, you lose control over it. It could end up in places you never 
intended, used for purposes you didn't approve of. This is a reminder to never share any 
personal information, whether it's embedded in images or disclosed through other means. 


Ibn 'Abbas reported Allah's Messenger (jis<f) as saying: “The influence of an evil eye is a 
fact; if anything would precede the destiny it would be the influence of an evil eye, and when 
you are asked to take a bath (as a cure) from the influence of an evil eye, you should take a 
bath.” *° 


You don't have to share everything. Just like in real life, you don't tell everyone everything 
about you. Online, it's even more important because you can't be sure who's behind the 
screen. Protect yourself by being careful about what you share and who you trust. 
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Say, “O Prophet,’ “I seek refuge in the Lord of the daybreak 

from the evil of whatever He has created, 

and from the evil of the night when it grows dark, 

and from the evil of those “witches casting spells by” blowing onto knots, 
and from the evil of an envier when they envy.” * 


*° Muslim 2188 


! Al-Falaq 113:1-5 
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a The prohibition of knowingly allowing evil 4 


The prohibition of knowingly allowing evil encompasses more than just refraining from 
engaging in it yourself. It also extends to not remaining silent when witnessing wrongdoings 
or inappropriate behaviors, such as individuals engaging in haram activities. In such 
situations, it's important to approach with gentleness and kindness, advising them towards 
what is right and beneficial. By doing so, you contribute to fostering a positive environment 
and helping others stay on the path of righteousness. Your words of guidance might have a 
significant impact on their actions and contribute to a more virtuous community. 
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The disbelievers among the Children of Israel were condemned in the revelations of David 
and Jesus, son of Mary. That was for their disobedience and violations. 
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They did not forbid one another from doing evil. Evil indeed was what they did! * 


"I heard the Messenger of Allah (jscé) say: 'Whoever among you sees an evil, let him change 
it with his hand; if he cannot, then with his tongue; if he cannot, then with his heart- and that 
is the weakest of Faith.” ™ 


The Messenger of Allah (t!sc2), said, “Everyone from my nation will be forgiven except 
those who sin in public. Among them is a man who commits an evil deed in the night that 
Allah has hidden for him, then in the morning he says: O people, I have committed this sin! 
His Lord had hidden it during the night, but in the morning he reveals what Allah has 
hidden.” ™ 


5 Al-Ma'idah 5:78-79 
53 Sunan an-Nasa'i 5008 
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Etiquettes of giving advice 
[Islam Q&A] 


Giving sincere advice is one of the prominent characteristics of Islamic brotherhood; it is part 
of perfect faith and ihsaan, for a Muslim’s faith cannot be perfect until he loves for his 
brother what he loves for himself, and until he hates for his brother what he hates for himself. 
This forms the motive for giving sincere advice. 


There is a general etiquette for giving sincere advice to which the one who is compassionate 
towards the Muslims should adhere. This includes the following: 


1. His motive for giving advice should be love of good for his brother and hating for anything 
bad to befall him. 


2. He should be sincere when giving advice, seeking thereby to please Allah. He should not 
intend thereby to prove his superiority over his brother. 


3. That advice should be free of any element of deceit or betrayal. Shaykh Ibn Baaz (may 
Allah have mercy on him) said: Sincerity means being truthful and honest, with no element of 
deceit or betrayal. The Muslim, because of his great loyalty and love towards his brother, is 
sincere towards him and advises him to do all that will benefit him and that he thinks is pure, 
with no element of insincerity or deceit. 


4. He should not intend when giving advice to shame his brother or put him down. 


5. The advice should be given in a spirit of brotherhood and friendship, with no element of 
rebuke or harshness. 
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Invite “all” to the Way of your Lord with wisdom and kind advice, and only debate with them 
in the best manner. Surely your Lord ‘alone* knows best who has strayed from His Way and 
who is “rightly” guided. * 


55 An-Nahl 16:125 
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6. It should be done on the basis of knowledge and clear proof. As-Sa‘di (may Allah have 
mercy on him) said: Wisdom dictates that giving advice to others should be done on the basis 
of knowledge, not ignorance, and that one should start with that which is more important, 
then that which is less important, and with that which is easy to explain and understand, and 
that which is more likely to be accepted. 


7. The advice should be given in a kind and gentle manner. If the person to whom the advice 
is given pays heed to this approach, which is based on wisdom, all well and good; otherwise 
we should move on to exhorting him with good instruction, which means enjoining what is 
right and forbidding what is wrong, accompanied by mention of the reward from Allah for 
doing good and the punishment for doing wrong. 


8. If the person to whom that is addressed believes that what he is doing is sound and correct, 
or he calls people to falsehood, then we should argue (debate) with him in a way that is best, 
which means debating with him in ways that are based on rational arguments and religious 
texts, which includes quoting evidence that he regards as sound and valid, for that is more 
likely to lead to a positive response. The debate should not lead to dispute or trading of 
insults, for that would defeat the purpose and serve no interest; rather the aim of the debate is 
to guide people to the truth, not merely to prove the other side wrong, and so on.*° 


9. The advice should be given privately, not out loud in front of people, unless doing so 
serves a clear interest that outweighs any negative consequences. Ibn Rajab (may Allah have 
mercy on him) said: When the early generations wanted to advise someone, they would 
exhort him in private, to the extent that one of them said: Whoever exhorts his brother 
one-to-one, that is sincere advice (naseehah), whoever exhorts him in front of people is 
shaming him. Al-Fudayl said: The believer conceals his brother’s faults and gives him advice 
in private, whereas the evildoer exposes his faults and shames him. *’ 


Ibn Hazm (may Allah have mercy on him) said: If you give advice, then gave advice in 
private, not in public, and by hinting, not by speaking bluntly, unless the person to whom 
advice is given will not understand hints, in which case there is no option but to speak 
bluntly. If you go beyond these guidelines, then you are wronging him and are not being 
sincere in your advice. ** 


However, if there is a scenario where giving advice openly clearly serves the greater interest, 
then there is nothing wrong with giving advice openly, such as correcting one who made a 
mistake in matters of belief (‘aqeedah) in front of people, lest people be deceived by what he 
said and follow him in his mistake. 


5° End quote from Tafseer as-Sa‘di (p. 452). 
57 End quote from Jaami‘ al-‘Uloom wa’l-Hikam (1/236). 


*8 End quote from al-Akhlaaq wa’s-Siyar (p. 45). 


Y 
~ 


Another example is denouncing someone who tells people that ribaa (usury) is permissible, or 
spreads bid‘ah (innovation) and immorality among people. In such cases giving advice in 
public is prescribed, and may even be obligatory, because of the greater interest that is served 
thereby, and so as to ward off harm that is likely to occur. 


10. The one who seeks to give sincere advice should choose the best words and phrases, deal 
gently with the person who he is advising, and speak kindly to him. 


11. The one who seeks to give advice should bear with patience any harm that may result 
because of his advice. 


12. He should respect confidentiality and conceal the faults of his fellow Muslim, and not 
speak ill of him to others. The giver of sincere advice is gentle and compassionate, loves 
good and seeks to conceal people’s faults. 


13. He should verify the facts before offering advice, and not act on the basis of assumption 
or conjecture, so that he will not be accusing his brother of something that he did not do. 


14. He should choose the appropriate time to give advice. Ibn Mas‘ood (may Allah be 
pleased with him) said: People’s energy fluctuates; sometimes they are focused and receptive, 
and sometimes they lack energy and are not receptive. So approach people when they are 
energetic and receptive, and let them be when they are lacking energy and focus. * 


15. He should practice what he preaches, doing what he enjoins people to do and refraining 
from that which he forbids them to do. There is a stern warning to the one who tells people to 
do what is right when he does not do it himself, and forbids them to do what is wrong when 
he does it himself. 
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Do you preach righteousness and fail to practice it yourselves, although you read the 
Scripture? Do you not understand? °° 


(Section copied from https://islamqa.info/en/answers/225 160/etiquette-of-givi 


Attitude towards sinners who commit sin openly: 
https://islamga.info/en/answers/239089/attitude-towards-sinners-who-commit-sin-openl 


* Narrated by Ibn al-Mubaarak in az-Zuhd (1331). 
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Sincere repentance 


[IslamQA ] 
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O believers! Turn to Allah in sincere repentance, so your Lord may absolve you of your sins 
and admit you into Gardens, under which rivers flow, on the Day Allah will not disgrace the 
Prophet or the believers with him. Their light will shine ahead of them and on their right. 


They will say, “Our Lord! Perfect our light for us, and forgive us. “For” You are truly Most 
Capable of everything.” °! 


The conditions of sincere repentance are: 
1. Giving up the sin 
2. Regretting what has happened in the past 
3. Resolving not to go back to it 


and if one is repenting from wronging others with regard to their wealth, honour or physical 
wellbeing, then there is a fourth condition, which is: 


4. Seeking forgiveness from the one who was wronged, or giving him his rights. 


What are the conditions of sincere repentance: 


https://islamqa.info/en/answers/289765/what-are-the-conditions-of-sincere-repentance-and-w 
hat-is-meant-by-the-prophets-words-regret-is-repentance 


Regret; the most important aspect of repentance: 
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/247976/regret-the-most-important-aspect-of-repentance 
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Divine Mercy 


Allah's Messenger (,i!s:%) said, "Allah says, 'If My slave intends to do a bad deed then (O 
Angels) do not write it unless he does it; if he does it, then write it as it is, but if he refrains 
from doing it for My Sake, then write it as a good deed (in his account). (On the other hand) 
if he intends to do a good deed, but does not do it, then write a good deed (in his account), 
and if he does it, then write it for him (in his account) as ten good deeds up to seven-hundred 
times." © 


This beautiful hadith demonstrates Allah's boundless mercy. It reveals that Allah is not only 
aware of our intentions but is immensely generous in rewarding us even for the good deeds 
we merely intend to do. 


When you're about to do something bad but choose not to for the sake of Allah, The Most 
Merciful takes note of this as a good deed in your records. This highlights your ability to 
control yourself, your commitment to following Allah's commands, and your intention to 
seek Allah's approval. 


In the context of our discussion about preventing freemixing, this hadith holds a valuable 
message. If you make the decision to give up private chit chat or any form of engagement 
(that could lead to fitnah) with the opposite gender, with the intention of safeguarding your 
modesty and obedience to Allah, you will be rewarded, insha Allah. 


Allah's boundless mercy is always available. As long as you're alive and genuinely seek 
forgiveness with sincerity, He will forgive all your sins. Just ask sincerely and promise not to 
repeat those mistakes. 


(7% Bo *\ 
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Say, “O Prophet, that Allah says,’ “O My servants who have exceeded the limits aay their 
souls! Do not lose hope in Allah’s mercy, for Allah certainly forgives all sins.1 He is indeed 
the All-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
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Turn to your Lord ‘in repentance’, and “fully” submit to Him before the punishment reaches 
you, ‘for’ then you will not be helped.™ 


® Sahih al-Bukhari 7501 


% Az-Zumar 39:53-54 
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* Al-Furqan 25:70-71 
6 Al-An’am 6:54 


6 An-Nisa 4:110 


We ask you to spread this message 


By spreading this message, you have the power to positively influence others. Think of the 
difference you can make by sharing these insights. Your choice to pass on this message 
(which includes verses from the Quran and different Hadiths) might steer someone clear of 
pitfalls, shielding them from potential harm online. Your influence could inspire better 
decisions and contribute to a more virtuous online environment. Let your actions encourage 
others to reflect, adopt positive changes, and come closer to Allah. Sharing this message 
holds the potential for abundant rewards and blessings, in this life and the Hereafter, insha 
Allah. 


The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said, “Whoever guides someone to goodness 
will have a reward like one who did it.” ° 
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By the "passage of’ time! Surely humanity is in ‘grave’ loss, except those who have faith, do 
good, and urge each other to the truth, and urge each other to perseverance. 


May Allah, the Most Merciful, guide you on the path of righteousness, protecting you from 
the snares of the digital world and the whispers of Shaytan. 


May He grant you the strength to resist temptation, the wisdom to discern right from wrong, 
and the determination to always seek His pleasure. 


May your online interactions be a source of goodness, learning, and positivity. 
May your heart and intentions remain pure as you navigate through the virtual realm. 


May Allah bless you with knowledge that enlightens your path and actions that earn His 
pleasure. 


Ameen. 


7 Muslim 1893 


68 Al-’Asr 103:1-3 
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® An Nur 24:21 
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> 
A Reflect on yourself 


What's your true purpose in this world? Are you chasing temporary pleasures, being blinded 
by fleeting desires and attractions? 


In the Quran, Allah wisely tells us, "So do not forget Allah lest you forget yourself." (Quran 
59:19) This verse is a reminder that when we forget our Creator, we lose our way and forget 
why we're here. 


Think about how Shaytan works. He doesn't start with big sins but rather lures you in with 
small ones that align with your weaknesses and desires. It might begin with a glance, an 
innocent thought, or casual chatting. Over time, it leads you into sinful habits. 


The main issue isn't merely talking to the opposite gender; it's about whether you follow the 
path of divine guidance or let your desires control you. Islamic law is clear about interactions 
with non-mahram individuals without valid reasons. 


Remember, following your desires blinds you to the consequences. It's not about isolation but 
about safeguarding your faith, integrity, and purpose in a world that often distracts us from 


what truly matters. 


Abu Qatadah reported: The Prophet (<'s:é) said, “Verily, you will never leave anything for 
the sake of Allah Almighty but that Allah will replace it with something better for you.” ”' 


7! Source: Musnad Ahmad 23074 
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Resources 


https://islamqa.info/en/answers/85622/lowering-the-gaze 
https://sunnah.com/search?g=“%D8%A7%D9I%84%D8%AD%MDIMSAMDEMATMDE%AL 
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/381795/haya-and-how-to-attain-it 


https://islamga.info/en/answers/225875/what-are-the-sins-committed-when-one-is-alone 


https://islamqa.info/en/answers/134211/how-to-stop-yourself-from-sinning#trans gressing-the-limits-o 


f-allah-when-alone 
https://www.alim.org/ 


https://islamqa.info/en/answers/72307/whispers-of-the-shaytan-concerning-the-steadfastness-of-non- 
muslims-and-their-self-sacrifice-for-their-cause 


https://islamga.info/en/answers/239089/attitude-towards-sinners-who-commit-sin-openly 


https://islamga.info/en/answers/225 160/etiquette-of-giving-advice 


https://islamga.info/en/answers/289765/what-are-the-conditions-of-sincere-repentance-and-what-is-m 


eant-by-the-prophets-words-regret-is-repentance 


https://islamga.info/en/answers/247976/regret-the-most-important-aspect-of-repentance 
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